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CASE OF STRANGULATED CONGENITAL HERNIA REDUCED EN 
MASSE. 


By J. Luke, Esq., London. 


Tne subject of the case was by profession an engraver, et. 39 years, 
married ; father of eight children, and generally a healthy man. About 9 
o'clock in the evening of the 6th of October, 1843, he called in his way 
home at Mr. Dawson’s surgery, Islington, complaining of severe pain in 
the abdomen and sickness. He stated that he had suffered a similar pain 
on the 4th, which had disturbed his rest during the night, but that it had 
passed off in the morning, leaving him easy throughout the 5th, on which 
day there had been a motion from the bowels. 

pon the present occasion the pain had returned with increased vio- 
lence, and had existed for about two hours. The pulse was not more 
than 70 in a minute, and there were not any febrile symptoms present. 
Pressure could be borne over the whole abdomen without any increase 
of pain. Mr. Dawson being aware of the existence of a hernia, insti- 
tuted inquiries concerning it, but learnt that it was not down, and had not 
been down for a long time previous. An active aperient was adminis- 
tered, and the abdomen ordered to be fomented. 

About half past 11 Mr. Dawson was called to the patient’s house, the 
pain of the abdomen having much increased. He learnt that since his 
previous interview the hernia had descended, and now formed a tumor 
about the size of an egg, hard, but not very painful. The reduction of 
this by the taxis was accomplished in three or four minutes, by the use of 
moderate pressure and with little pain, after which the patient expressed 
himself relieved. An ounce of castor oil combined with ten drops of 
tincture of opium was administered, and retained on the stomach without 
sickness, 

When seen on the morning of the 7th, it was found that he had 
passed a restless night, and suffered much pain and tenderness over the 
whole abdomen, but not more at one part than another, nor more on the 
right side than on the left. There had not been any action of the bow- 
els, and the sickness had returned. ‘The countenance was much depress- 
ed. Sixteen ounces of blood were taken from the arm, followed by 
faintness, and calomel combined with opium was given. 
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At this period Mr. Dawson requested my attendance in consultation. 
I saw the patient about 12 o’clock. He was then suffering great pain. 
The countenance was anxious, the pulse was weak and depressed, the 
bowels had not acted from the medicines administered, and there had 
been a frequent rejection of the contents of the stomach by vomiting. I 
learnt that he had been the subject of inguinal hernia on the right side 
for some years, for which he had worn a truss during the last two. 

On inspection of the groin I found that the right testicle had not de- 
scended from the abdomen, and that the neighborhood of the rings was 
free from the external appearance of tumor, but there was on compari- 
son found a very slight fulness on the nght side more than on the left. 
When the hand was pressed over the internal ring, a small tumor could 
be obscurely felt; but not painful to the touch, the principal seat of pain 
being the left side and pit of the stomach. 

The tumor alluded to was supposed to be formed by the undescended 
testicle, which supposition was subsequently found to be correct. 

It was remarked that the external inguinal ring (which was large 
and admitted the introduction of the finger), was not occupied by any 
structures passing through it, such as might be presumed to pass through 
it nob a hernial sac remained in the part after its contents were re- 
duced. The inference was therefore drawn, that the sac had been re- 
duced with its contents, and the suspicion arose, from the persistence of 
symptoms of intestinal obstruction, that those contents were in a state 
of strangulation, and constituted the kind of case known as reduction en 
masse. Under this impression, the patient was requested to get out of 
bed, to cough and strain, and use some exertion to produce a re-descent of 
the hernia. The appearance of a small flaccid tumor at the external 
ring was the result, but not painful, and easily returnable by a very 
slight pressure with the finger. ‘The act of standing caused considerable 
pain over the whole region of the groin, from which the patient became 
faint, and in consequence was re-placed in bed. Although the case was 
one the nature of which I fully suspected, I thought it not advisable to 
proceed to an exploration by an operation instanter ; but preferred wait- 
ing for a few hours the effect of some opening medicine which we further 
ordered to be administered. I determined, however, to have recourse to 
an operation at our next meeting, provided the bowels should not pre- 
viously be relieved. 

I was again summoned to attend belore the arrival of the time ap- 
pointed (six hours). ‘The symptoms had become much increased in se- 
verity, the countenance was very anxious, and the prostration very great. 
Vomiting was frequent, and a most distressing hiccough annoyed the pa- 
tient almost without intermission. The pain at the pit of the stomach 
had increased to agony, and the abdomen was tense and tympanitic. 
The groin was in the same state as at noon, but the whole neighbor- 
hood was entirely free from pain, even when pressed on firmly with the 
hand. 

An operation was proposed, and performed without delay. 
The Operation.—The patient’s legs being brought over the side of 
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the bed, his shoulders were supported by pillows. This position, by 
rendering the abdominal muscles more tense, caused the tumor pre- 
viously mentioned to become more prominent, but it did not exhibit the 
tension and resistance common to strangulated hernial tumors. {t, how- 
ever, became the guide to my proceedings. An incision between three 
and four inches in extent being made over it, by a little dissection it was 
brought into view, and ascertained to contain Guid. By a puncture of 
the containing sac the fluid was let out, and, upon its escape, every ap- 
pearance of tumor vanished. The opening being enlarged sufficiently, 
a finger was introduced through the sac into the inguinal canal, as far as 
the internal ring, in which situation a rounded body was detected, which 
eventually proved to be the testicle, but rather small, and which, I doubt 
not, formed the tumor felt on pressure over the internal ring in the first 
examination of the part. 

On introducing the finger beyond this, a second rounded body was felt, 
lying deeply within the abdominal parietes, and extending as far as the 
finger would reach. The sac being more completely laid open, the tes- 
ticle was readily brought into view; but to expose the second rounded 
body was a matter of some difficulty, and was eventually accomplished 
by forcibly pulling the divided portion of the sac, by which means the 
remainder of the sac was drawn out from the abdomen, together with its 
contents. ‘This latter consisted of a knuckle of intestine, about four 
inches in length, and somewhat dark in color. It was found to be stric- 
tured by the neck of the sac ; the stricture, before it was drawn out from 
the abdomen, being barely capable of being reached with the finger. 
There was considerable tendency of the sac, with its contents, to recede 
again within the abdomen on the remission of the force used for its with- 
drawal, and it became necessary to be held by an assistant, that the divi- 
sion of the stricture might be accomplished without the danger conse- 
quent upon an attempt to effect it while it was lying deeply within the 
parietes. In this | was assisted by Mr. Lyndall, who was present with 
Mr. Dawson. After the division of the stricture the intestine was easily 
returned into the general peritoneal cavity, followed by the finger for the 
purpose of ascertaining that it was entirely free from constriction. ‘The 
return was almost immediately followed by relief to the distressing hic- 
cough and intense pain of the pit of the stomach. 

The wound was closed by two sutures, and the patient placed in bed. 
There were not any medicines administered. 

Oct. 8th.—The patient is much better, and the pain of the abdomen 
has considerably abated. The pulse is tranquil, and the countenance 
much improved. ‘The skin is free from febrile heat, and the bowels have 
been opened nine times without the aid of medicine. Ordered a little 
beef-tea and a rice pudding. 

9th.—Abdomen slightly tympanitic and painful about the stomach. 
In other respects going on well. Ordered 3 ij. Epsom salts in 3 j. infu- 
sion of gentian eyery two hours until the bowels are opened. 

10th.—There have been two or three motions, and the tympanitic state 
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and pain of the abdomen have passed away. The wound was dressed 
to-day, and found united through a considerable extent by adhesion. 

16th.—The progress has been uniformly satisfactory. Wound nearly 
healed. ‘The patient says he is quite well. On this day 1 took my 
leave.—London Medical Gazette. 


VACCINATION INTRODUCED INTO PERSIA. 


J. V. C. Smita, M.D. 

My Dear Sir,—Your favor of October 3d, 1842, accompanying a 
package of vaccine virus, reached me on the Ist of May. You have laid 
me under great obligations by your kindness, and not only me, but also 
the people of this district of country. Be pleased to accept my most 
cordial thanks. 

Vaccination is practised to some extent in Persia, as at Tabruz, Tehran, 
Ispahan, &c., and has been for some years. But in this province it has 
never been introduced among the natives until now. Indeed I had a 
greal deal of difficulty in obtaining genuine matter for the children of 
this mission. I failed repeatedly in the use of matter sent from America 
and Constantinople, but at last succeeded, with matter from Constantinople, 
upon the children of my associates. From these I confidently expected 
to obtain virus, that would take upon the native children, but was again 
disappointed. I began to think there must be something in this climate, 
or in the constitution of children here, rendering them incapable of im- 
pression from the vaccine virus. [| had made the experiment on about 
fifty children before your package arrived, and every case was a failure. 
On one occasion Prince Malek Kassim Meerza, Governor of this Province 
and uncle of the Shah, took a deep interest in the matter, sending his 
own servants to bring the children, as their parents were afraid, not know- 
ing what would be done, and with his own hand assisting me in vaccinat- 
ing about twenty. As soon as possible after your package arrived, I vac- 
cinated eight children from the scab, following your directions as to the 
| manner, but every one failed. Then I tried the virus on the quills upon 
| six children, one of which, to my great joy, succeeded. From this I in- 
troduced the virus into four or five others, three of whom took, and now 
I have three others, who are doing well; so that you see the prospect is 
| pretty good that the blessing of vaccination will be generally introduced 
among this people. I intend to spare no pains in the matter, and thank 
you for your earnest charge to persevere. ‘The blessing of vaccination, 
should it be generally introduced here, would be of incalculable value. I 
have not the means of making an estimate of the number of deaths yearly 
among children from smallpox. The yearly loss is immense. A child 
scarcely ever escapes having the disease, and I have often heard it said, 
that in some seasons and places half of those who take it die. Last 
year about twenty children died within a short time in the Nestorian 
quarter of this city, scarcely a stone’s throw from the mission premises. 
Besides the deaths and the loathsomeness of the disease, a large number 
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become ask of this unfortunate class, which is 
~ numerous here, how they became blind, and in a large proporti 
en we first began to vaccinate, it was difficult to ade 
to bring their children. When applied to, they 
sent from God, and what can we do to stop its progress? This feeling 
and their timidity made it so difficult at first, that the Prince-Governor 
issued an order in a village on the mountain near our summer retreat, that 
every man, who would not bring his child, should be fined twenty-five 
dollars. ‘This order brought us a plenty of cases without delay. But 
now, since a few cases have been successful, and the people have seen 
that no harm is done, we have no trouble in obtaining all we wish. 
I thank you for sending several numbers of your “ Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal.” I have read them with great interest, and shall be hap- 
py to see more, whenever you may find it convenient to send them. At 
present it is not in my power to send you anything for insertion in your 
Journal, as you were so kind in suggesting, as a multiplicity of duties 
demand all my time. At some future day, if time shall allow, [ shall 
be happy to write something for you. 
You ask if | cannot send you a few Persian skulls. If practicable, 
I shall be glad to do it. It cannot be done easily. The very idea would 
fill the Mussulman mind with horror. They allow no dissection, no ain- 
putation of limbs. A few days ago I mentioned the subject to our Prince, 
who makes no scruples in saying he is no Mussulman. He said the skulls 
might be obtained secretly, and no noise made about it. They are often 
dug up in old grave yards in digging new graves, but are again carefully 
deposited beneath the ground. It is sometimes remarked that all the 
parts of the body ought to be near together, to be ready for the day of 
resurrection. [ remain yours, very truly, 
Ooroomiah, Persia, June 26th, 1843. Austin H. Waicur. 


INSTANCES OF MECHANICAL PRESSURE WHICH OCCUR IN THE 
SYSTEM. 


{Communicated fer the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


1. THe weight of a child of the ordinary size, at the termination of preg- 
nancy, is estimated to be eight pounds; and though some weigh less, 
others weigh much more ; instances occur of their weighing from sixteen 
to twenty pounds. In puerperal labor, if the body of the woman is placed 
in an upright position, the expulsive efforts of the uterus are assisted by 
the entire weight of the child; if the patient lies horizontally, the weight 
of the child is entirely lost as to any assistance the position gives; and 
if the pelvis of the woman is higher than the rest of the body, an extra 
weight is thrown upon the efforts of the uterus. The most favorable 
position in which to place a woman in puerperal labor, is an upright one, 
and the easiest upright position is that of resting upon the knees beside a 
bed or before a chair. Standing erect has an equal advantage, but can- 
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not be so long endured. In the upright position, every child of the 


ordinary size assists in its own expulsion by the mechanical pressure 
of eight pounds. If the child is expelled by a hundred efforts of the 
uterus, the vital force of the uterus is saved the expenditure of a power 
sufficient to raise a weight of eight hundred pounds. Many women are 
too weak and helpless to bear an upright position, especially in the latter 
part of a labor; but the benefit of the position in general, must, I think, 
appear undeniable. The stimulus of the child’s weight, pressing upon 
the mouth of the uterus, undoubtedly has an additional effect in quicken- 
ing the expulsive efforts. This effect must have been witnessed by every 
physician in cases where, during the labor, the woman is directed to stand 
upright or to walk about the room. 

2. Four years ago last summer, my attention was called to a woman 
living at a cotton mill in the country, in the very last stage of pregnancy, 
affected with that species of anasarca which Cullen denominates anasarca 
oppilata, or dropsy from the pressure of the impregnated uterus upon the 
veins beneath it. The woman was a weaver, in the most perfect health 
before the commencement of pregnancy, 28 years old, and, in every re- 
spect, well formed. She had stood on her feet at the looms up to within 
a month or two of her confinement. I did not see her in season to make 
any reduction of the disease before labor came on. At the commence- 
ment of labor, in the language of her female attendants, ‘‘she was a 
sight to behold.” The anasarca extended from the feet to the pit of the 
stomach or upper part of the waist. The upper half of the body was 
nearly free of any appearance of intumescence. Her female friends, who 
knew her condition, had serious doubts of her getting through with the 
labor. The labor, however, went on, and went on well, although she 
was tumid to that degree about the vagina that it was with difficulty that 
an examination could be made, so closely compresed was the orifice. In 
fact there was no more delay or difficulty in the labor, than in the labor of 
well women with the first child. At the end of five hours, a living child 
was born, and the mother comfortable for the space of half an hour. 
The placenta came away without more flowing than is common, and the 
mother asked to see the child, which was shown her. But soon she 
fainted ; came out of the fainting fit; and said she was dying. She ex- 
pressed the fact ; she was dying, but was some time in sinking, and ex- 
pired apparently from a kind of collapse. The death of this woman 
was caused by an anasarca induced by the mechanical pressure of the 
impregnated uterus upon the pelvic bloodvessels, but whether upon the 
veins or arteries, or both, [ am in doubt. Cullen says it is owing to pres- 
sure upon the veins. It is easy to see how pressure upon the vena cava 
and iliac veins may produce varicose veins, but it is not so clear that pres- 
sure upon these vessels produces dropsy. On the other hand, pressure 
upon the aorta and iliac arteries, by preventing the ordinary flow of arte- 
rial blood to the lower parts of the body, deprives them of their accus- 
tomed portion of nutriment, and operates like the actual loss of so much 
blood from hemorrhage, which is known to produce dropsy oftener, per- 
haps, than any other cause. It is the pressure of the uterus upon the 
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subjacent bloodvessels, thereby throwing back the blood upon the head 
and stomach, that occasions the necessity of bloodletting in pregnancy. 
The particular vessels upon which the uterus presses in the last months 
of pregnancy, might be easily ascertained by the examination of women 
who die in child-bed before delivery. The subject deserves much atten- 
tion. In a similar case of puerperal labor, I think I should give the pa- 
tient gin with a good deal of freedom. Gin is not only a supporter of 
the strength, but has a quick and powerful action in freeing the kidneys 
and bladder in case of retention of the urine, always an unpleasant cir- 
cumstance. It being alsoa production from the rye, like the ergot, I have 
fancied that, like the ergot, it had an effect in freeing the uterus. I have 
certainly noticed a resemblance in the action of the twoarticles. In feeble 
women, with lingering labors, | have seen it have the happiest effects, 
though I protest against the wholesale and indiscriminate use of it. Its 
immoral tendency will guide the good sense of every physician in the use 
of it. Ihave given half a gill at a time, repeated as often as three or 
four times. In a natural labor it should never be used. Would not the 
inducement of premature labor, at the sixth or seventh month, be justifia- 
ble in cases of anasarca oppilata of a fatal tendency ? or would it be im- 
possible to detect the fatality of its tendency at so early a stage of the 
disease ? 

3. Some years ago I met with the following instance of mechanical 
pressure. A young woman, about 18 years of age, of middling size, 
was suddenly seized one morning with fainting and pain in the right side 
under the left lobe of the liver, to which had succeeded coma to a degree 
which rendered her incapable of understanding a question. She was 
bled freely at the arm, which appeared to awaken her a little, though not 
entirely. She had been costive for some time. During the day and 
night took several powerful cathartics without effect. The coma returned 
during the night. The second day she was bled freely again at the arm, 
when the coma instantly left her, with the full possession of her senses. 
From the sudden evanishment of the coma, I immediately concluded that 
it must have been produced by pressure upon some of the abdominal or 
pelvic bloodvessels. The soreness of the side when pressed by the hand 
was by no means commensurate with the periodical pain which was expe- 
rienced in the same part. After the sudden disappearance of the coma, 
the pain in the side became excruciating. The patient screamed most 
‘geared unlike the screaming from any merely inflammatory pain which 

had ever heard. There was evidently an obstinate stoppage of the 
bowels, which I conceived to be in the extreme lower portion, probably 
a stricture of the colon between the rectum and the valve, as there 
was little or no disturbance of the stomach. Croton oil and the spirits 
of turpentine were given, but without any decided movement. They 
produced great pain, but were not returned by the stomach, evidently ope- 
rating down beyond the valve of the colon, The third day, while 
screaming most piteously, and still without any movement of the bowels, 
I gave her the solution of two grains of the tartrate of antimony, which 
producing no vomiting and rather relaxing the system, at the end of half 
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an hour I gave her six grains more, which moving downwards shortly 
produced comparatively an immense discharge of old, moistened feces, in 
which were contained two round worms. A general re-action of the sys- 
tem ensued, and all pain in the side immediately ceased. ‘The antimony 
was followed up with pink and senna, and castor oil, which produced 
a succession of the most profuse discharges of the same old fecal mat- 
ter. She discharged fourteen round worms, and, in the opinion of her fe- 
male attendants, eleven quarts of fecal matter. From this time she re- 
covered anon. It was evident, in this case, that the worms had produced 
a stoppage in the colon, between the rectum and the valve of the colon, 
into which the contents of the small intestine were constantly forced by 
the physic, distending this portion of the colon upon the principle of the 
hydrostatic bellows, thereby producing the excruciating pain in the side. 
This portion of the colon, also, thus heavily loaded and preternaturally 
distended, pressed upon the aorta which the colon crosses in its flexure 
round the base of the abdomen, and produced the comatose state by 
throwing the blood back upon the brain. I believe that apoplexies, pa- 
ralysis and coma, or oppression of the brain, are often produced by the 
mechanical pressure of the overloaded bowels upon the aorta and the 
subjacent bloodvessels. 

4. Nine years ago, I attended the post-mortem examination of the 
body of a large gentleman, who had died from an affection of the lungs, 
but of so singular and obscure a nature as to make a post-mortem exami- 
nation desirable by the attending physicians. ‘The subject was sixty 
years old, fat, and had enjoyed good health until within six months of his 
last sickness, when he began to experience a shortness of breath, a slight 
cough, and some little pain in the chest, a disease resembling, as he 
thought, a slight attack of the asthma, but he still kept about his busi- 
ness. A few days before his death, the difficulty of breathing increased, 
with great prostration of strength, a small feeble pulse, and finally delirium. 
It was the fattest subject I ever saw. Both inside and out the body was 
loaded with fat, though previous to the examination it did not appear to 
be very fat. Everything about the abdomen and heart was in a sound 
and natural state. A small portion of the right side of the lungs had 
the appearance of having been slightly inflamed ; it was of a purplish 
color, and had a bruised or strangled appearance. In reflecting upon 
the history of this case, J came to the conclusion that the thorax had 
been gradually compressed by the excessive accumulation of fat within 
the abdomen and under the skin, thereby pressing up the diaphragm, and 
pressing in and confining the ribs, until the lungs had become so mechani- 
cally confined as to prevent their expansion. I have seen two or three 
similar cases since, which were relieved by a timely resort to depletion 
and abstinence. Had this man known his situation in season, depletion 
and abstinence might have saved his life. D. B. Stack. 

Providence, Nov. 18th, 1843. 
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QUACKERY. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.} 


Mucu has been said and written on the subject of quackery. Scarcely 
a volume of the Medical Journal appears which does not teem with com- 
munications on this subject; yet there are things left unsaid which it may 
be useful to say. The heads under which this subject has been discussed, 
are in the main only two—first, what are the causes of quackery ? and 
second, what are the means which will operate most successfully in sup- 
pressing it? Added to this, the strongest language of vituperation has 
been used upon the class who practise it. ‘To this [ shall add one other 
head, viz., what constitutes quackery ? 

The causes of quackery, according to the general import of the term, 
seem quite plain. The want of a more general education among the 
people has much to do with it, to be sure ; but add to this the ignorance 
and want of honesty which, to some extent, exist in the profession, and 
the evil is enhanced ten fold. Our course is calculated to produce scep- 
ticism in the better educated portion of the community. There are many 
things, as a profession, which we ought to know that we do not; and. 
more which we profess to have a definite knowledge of, which, at best, 
we can only conjecture. The opinion is also prevalent, that we under- 
stand disease as clear and distinct, and that each disease can be as accu- 
rately identified as can the various plants that grow in our gardens and 
fields, and that we have a specific medicine adapted to each particular 
disease. These impressions we have not exerted ourselves sufficiently to 
remove ; but, on the other hand, has not our conduct been such as tended 
to confirm such views? Would it not be better to be decided in what we 
do know, and with regard to that which is mere conjecture, have it so un- 
derstood by our patients and their friends? With the present views on 
this subject, if we fail readily to cure a disease, the quack or quack medi- 
cine is immediately resorted to. There are causes for this state of things, 
and they are of a low and parsimonious character. A physician feels 
jealous of his neighbor ; he therefore looks wise about nothing, and affects 
to know that which nobody knows. There is an overstraining to be wise 
above what is written, either to gain reputation over somebody else, or to 
give importance to professional character. Now if this is true to any 
considerable extent, shall we continue to impute quackery to the igno- 
rance of the people, as the main and almost the only cause? Does not 
the sin, in some measure, lie at our own door ? 

In the next place, I shall inquire what can be done to remove this 
scourge of humanity. From the foregoing it must be plain what the 
remedy should be. The profession should be composed of men of un- 
bending honesty, with sound and discriminating ininds, improved by a 
good education both general and medical. They should instruct the 
community in which they are situated, that the practice of medicine, at 
best, is fraught with much uncertainty—that while much good can be 

ne in many cases to assist nature in overcoming disease, others are 
sometimes treated with drugs, although physicians themselves are fully 
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aware that nature is competent to effect a cure. Should cases of the last 
class occur in the. families of many physicians, they would allow nature, 
unaided, or, | might say, untramelled, to effect a cure. How, indeed, is 
it that homeeopathy and other humbugs have gained such notoriety in 
curing disease, if there was any great use in prescribing drugs for many 
of those who appear on the sick list. No small number of those who are 
taking medicine at the suggestion of their physician, if they should leave 
off, or, what would be equivalent, take homceopathic medicine, would be 
cured. Now all this implies something wrong in our system of prac- 
tice, and exposes it alike to the imputation of quackery with other systems 
of practice. 

This brings me to inquire what quackery is. By some it is considered 
to be a deviation from a certain prescribed course, or certain rules laid 
down by medical societies ; by others, a discovery, or pretended discovery, 
of some new remedy, which the vender alleges will supersede anything 
ever before used in curing disease, yet refuses to disclose it; by others, a 
quack is defined to be one who boasts of skill to cure disease, and pre- 
tends to know much more than he does, and to do more than he can. 
This last agrees with Dr. Webster’s definition. ‘The more general defini- 
tion of quackery by the profession, I think, is where one has not been edu- 
cated according to a prescribed course, and does not belong to any or- 

nized medical society, but practises the healing art. For instance, the 

homsonians are regarded as quacks; while a homceopathic practitioner 
can have regular standing in a medical society, although he varies infi- 
nitely more from what is termed regular practice than the former. It 
was once said by a religionist, that religion was superstition in fashion, 
and superstition was religion out of fashion. Now will this not apply, in 
a degree, to medical practice? Do we not make it too much a matter of 
fashion? Do we not want our system regarded the true one, or the only 
right course, as churches wish their particular notions and creeds to be 
the established order? We are disposed to reject any new doctrines in- 
volving principles contrary to the generally-received opinions of the age. 
To prove this position, | need not occupy a page in adducing cases like 
that of the discovery of the circulation of the blood by the immortal 
Harvey. To those whom the profession esteem quacks, we are indebted 
for many very valuable remedies. Was Dr. Franklin the less a_philoso- 
pher, or was his discovery regarding electricity the less true, because he 
was self-taught, or had not been through college? What indeed is 

uackery, but knavery, whether in high or low places ; whether prac- 
tised by well-educated or poorly-educated men? If a man is conscien- 
tious in his views and in his practice of the healing art, and satis- 


- fies his patrons, no matter what prejudices he may shock, no matter what 


envy he may elicit from other classes. His right is inherent, and should 
not be called in question, any more than the Orthodox religionist should 
call in question the right of the Baptist to worship God as his conscience 
dictates. There is a general spirit of intolerance and selfishness pervad- 
ing the whole community, but which is called by many a spirit of benevo- 
lence, Qur profession is not, in my opinion, exempt from this spirit. We 
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may set up our standard as to what is right and honorable, and specify 
what we will and what we will not do. If this should be in accordance 
with our elements of character or development of brain, it will be complied 
with ; but if otherwise, we shall commit many violations. 

It is said there are elements of character in the community, which call 
for quackery, which is no doubt true. Certain individuals think they feel 
sick, and the mere thinking may operate to make them so. Such indi- 
viduals must -be treated with attention, as they think, and in a formal 
manner, or they are not satisfied. Now shall we give merely nothing to 
such, yet apparently give great importance to what is being done, that we 
may affect the system in a manner to be cured as readily through mental 
belief, as if it was at first diseased? If so, we virtually admit the utility 
of most quack medicines advertised in the newspapers. The principle 
appears to me to be one and the same thing; and, once admitted, who 
shall set up the bounds, as to how far, or in what particular form, it shall 
be practised ? Ought not the people themselves to regulate this business, 
while the profession remain comparatively passive? The laws relating 
to the legal profession have been of late very much modified. In this 
State a man may offer himself for examination to practise law, regardless 
of circumstances ; and in New Hampshire any one can be admitted and 
qualified who applies with a good moral character. Such is the liberal 
ar the people are beginning to take of such subjects, whether for good | 
or for evil. 


November, 1843. 


PREVAILING FEVERS IN COUNTRY TOWNS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 


Srr,—My attention has during the past year been forcibly called to the fact, 
that in many country towns in the neighborhood, fevers have been more 
prevalent and of a more malignant character than in this city. I regret 
being so ill supplied with facts in relation to this subject, sufficiently defi- 
nite to present to your readers ; having only heard casually of the preva- 
lence here and there of typhus or bilious fever of fatal character. The | 
most severe and protracted case of typhus I have met with the past au- 
tumn, was in a patient who came into town from an infected neighborhood, 
with the incipient symptoms already developed. Will you, Sir, or some 
of your correspondents, if this — seems of sufficient importance, fa- 
vor us with more light upon it? I may just mention the query that has 
suggested itself to me, whether the stronger febrile tendency in places 
which have so much the advantage of the city in purity of air, &c., may 
not depend somewhat upon the more stimulating and gross diet made use 
of in the country, especially in the excess of animal food? LL. C. 
Boston, Nov. 29th, 1843. 
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THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE. 


[A committee of this Society have reported that it is expedient to 
surrender its charter to the General Assembly of the State, and to or- 
ganize, instead, a voluntary association for the promotion of medical and 
surgical science. The report is to be definitely acted on in May next. 
This: measure is proposed on account of certain objectionable acts of the 
Legislature, by which the Society is virtually deprived of the power to 
perform those very duties which previous laws of the State, unsolicited, im- 
posed upon it. The report, after stating that the Society was originally, in 
1789, incorporated as a mere scientific association, with no medical censor- 
ship, and that the Legislature, by various acts afterwards, conferred upon 
the Society the power of interdicting the practice of medicine within the 
State to incompetent persons, avowedly to protect the public from empi- 
ricism, proceeds thus :—] 

With the power thus conferred upon it, the Medical Society assumed 
a very great responsibility, becoming, at least in the moral view, answera- 
ble for any evils of ignorance and incompetency which might occur in 
the medical practice of the State. But this responsibility the Society 
has never sought to avoid ; and it refers with confidence to the period of 
twenty years, from 1819 to 1839, during which the power of censorship 
really lasted, as an era in which the Medical Society introduced to the 
people of Delaware accomplished and skilful physicians, and protected 
them from many of the evils of empiricism. 

It is true, that as early as January 29, 1835, a blow was struck at 
the Society, which somewhat impaired its power of usefulness ; for, by a 
singular Supplementary Act then passed, it was made lawful for any person 
to practise medicine without license, and to receive “ any fee or reward 
therefor, which might be voluntarily, freely, and gratuitously tendered 
or given” to him; but, as it expressly provided that no such person 
should have “the right to demand or sue for pay,” the restriction ren- 
dered very nearly inoperative a law which, otherwise, would have de- 
prived the Society of all power. 

In the year 1839, the General Assembly, by an act of amendment 
to the before-mentioned Supplementary Act, expressly repealed the 
law prohibiting persons practising medicine for pay without license, so 
far as related to “ persons practising on the Thomsonian or Botanic Sys- 
tem exclusively ;” and such persons are, by special provision in the act, 
authorized ‘to sue for and recover fees.” By a further Act, entitled 
“ An Act for the relief of Homeopathic Physicians,” passed January 
27, 1843, the same exemption from taking out a license, and the same 
authority to sue for and recover fees, are accorded to “ practitioners on 
the hommceopathic system exclusively.” 

By these two Acts, it is undeniable that the General Assembly of 
Delaware have revoked, in every essential feature, the power of the 
Medical Society to protect the people of the State from the evils of em- 
piricism. Jt continues the censorship; but it excludes from censure two 
classes by far the most numerous of empirical practitioners in the United 
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States ; and while, by these special acts of partiality, it elevates the two 
classes into a particular dignity, because into an exemption from laws 
which apply to regular physicians, and to all the petty classes of empirics 
who have not yet found favor with the General Assembly, it leaves the 
Medical Society the appearance of a power, which it does not possess, 
along with the substance of a responsibility, which, in the judgment of 
your Committee, the people of Delaware will generally believe to attach 
to the Society, so long as it continues its corporate existence. 

Nor is this the only evil resulting from the acts of 1839 and 1843. 
The laws of incorporation, so far as they are in force, compel licenses to 
be taken out and paid for by all persons aspiring to practise medicine, ex- 
cept those practising exclusively as Thomsonians or homeopathists. The 
Legislature has, therefore, imposed pains and penalties, operating as a di- 
rect discouragement, on regular medical men; while it has set a bounty 
on empiricism. After years of painful study in acquiring knowledge 
which a hundred generations of the wisest men have slowly contributed 
to the general stock of medicine, and which, hitherto, has been deemed a 
necessary acquisition to every medical man, the young physician, in 
Delaware, finds himself questioned, and taxed, and licensed, before the 
laws allow him to enter upon his high calling; while, on the contrary, 
the most ignorant person, if he but call himself a Thomsonian or home- 
opathist, meets with no impediment, pays no tax, is subjected to no ques- 
tion, but commences his occupation, proud of his immunity, and of the 
ignorance which the General Assembly of Delaware has distinguished as 
better than the knowledge of the educated physician. * * * * 

The natural right of men to prefer charlatanism, and even to die’ by it, 
cannot be questioned ; and where the inclination is prevalent, the only 
course left to physicians is, by the quiet, and conscientious, and, above 
all, by the successful performance of their own professional duties, to con- 
vince society of the superior merits of skill and knowledge. 

The present conjuncture appears to your Committee one in which 
there is a peculiar call for adopting this dignified course of action, and of 
surrendering into the hands of the General Assembly the charter of the 
Medical Society ; which, shorn of its usefulness as a public institution, now 
exists only as the representative of the interests of the medical profession. 
The Legislature, as we have seen, has left the Society a shadow of pow- 
er; but it is a power which exists only to deprive medical men of privi- 
leges accorded to Thomsonians and homeeopathists. By the surrender 
of its charter the Medical Society secures at least equal privileges to the 
educated physician ; and it restores to the public their natural right (the 
withholding of which is now useless and invidious) of patronizing new 
and unprivileged classes of empirics, without the necessity of further ap- 
peals to the liberality of the Legislature. No advantages have ever in- 
ured, or were expected to inure, from the charter of the Medical Society 
to the medical profession, which could not be expected from a private, 
unincorporated association of physicians; and by the voluntary relin- 
quishment of the little power still remaining to it, the Medical Society 
may afford the public a proof, that the greater power, so long enjoyed 
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by the Society, was not accepted nor exercised from any motives of pro- 
fessional interest, nor for any other purpose than that proposed by the 
General Assembly in granting it—namely, the protection of the people 
of the State from the evils of empiricism. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAI, JOURNAL. | 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 6, 1843. 


The Dissector.*—Dr. Goddard, public demonstrator of anatomy in the 
University of Pennsylvania, having become perfectly satisfied of the in- 
trinsic worth of Wilson’s Dissector, a work familiar to students as an ele- 
mentary guide, has remodelled it, enhancing its value in various ways, 
and finally prepared an edition, which comes out under favorable circum- 
stances. 

An observation in the preface reminds us of a passage in Herodotus, 
who says that the prints informed him that the pyramids of Egypt were 
commenced at the topand built downward. “The work of Mr. Wilson,” 
says Dr. Goddard, ‘‘ was calculated for the English school, where the dis- 
sector generally commences with the extremities, and when they are fin- 
ished, examines what remains of the viscera. They have probably got 
into this habit in consequence of the trunk of their subjects being gene- 
rally much decomposed before they procure them.” ‘To make the text 
clear, but more especially to direct the student in the labyrinth of muscles, 
vessels, nerves, &c., there are one hundred and six illustrations on wood, 
sufficiently well defined to enable him to ascértain precisely what is under 
the knife in any region where he may happen to be carrying on investiga- 
tions. These elementary books are of more consequence in forming the 
scientific character of the physician and the operator, than is suspected, and 
it is desirable, therefore, to multiply their number, and extend the circula- 
tion of all that are worth having, as extensively as possible. 

Those who pursue their labors by this monitor, will soon discover its 
merits as a plain, safe director; and it is only necessary to use it half an 


hour to discover that we are furnished with an improved edition of an ex- 
cellent book. 


Elliotson’s Principles and Practice of Medicine.—A copy of Messrs. 
Carey & Hart's finely printed edition of Dr. Elliotson, with Dr. Steward- 
son’s notes, has passed through something of an examination since it was 
received, a few weeks ago. A careful analysis of its contents is in a state 
of preparation for this Journal, which will appear as soon as completed. 

Notwithstanding the objections brought against the author, on the score 
of his credulity, fantastic theories, and very absurd conduct in times past, 
Dr. Elliotson is not without merit. He is a determined man in little things, 
which proves injurious to his medical reputation. Rather than relinquish 


* The Dissector, or Practical and Surgical Anatomy. By Erasmus Wilson. With 106 Illustrations. 
ge one orereunget, by Paul B. Goddard, M.D., &c. Philadelphia: 1843. Lea & Blanchard. 
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a favorite idea, however ridiculous it may be, he buckles on his armor, 
braces himself against an imaginary edifice, and patiently receives the 
blows which any one pleases to inflict. In some of the lectures there isa 
masterly exhibition of knowledge in regard to the indications of certain 
diseases ; and every where, indeed, a faculty for collecting facts, though 
they may not always prove such, is characteristic of Dr. Elliotson’s mind. 


Bowdoin College.—Lectures in the medical department of this highly 
respectable institution, commence on the 19th of February next, and con- 
tinue three months. By this arrangement, students may go from Boston, 
Hanover, Berkshire, or the Albany and Vermont schools, in season for a 
second course the same winter. Of the value and real importance of the 
Anatomical Cabinet and Library of Bowdoin College, it is quite unneces- 
sary to repeat what has heretofore been said of them, although we do it 
with a hope that some one may be influenced by the remark, to avail him- 
self of such important assistance; they are scarcely surpassed in the north- 
ern States. 

What is the policy of the board of trustees in keeping three of the medi- 
cal chairs in a perpetual state of vacancy? There are lecturers, to be 
sure, appointed from time to time, but they can have no abiding interest in 
an institution, in which the tenure of their connection is based upon such un- 
certainty as a simple lectureship. It strikes the public, that the conscript 
fathers are seeking individuals to make into professors; and that the pre- 
sent temporary incumbents will be cast off without much apology, when- 
ever a faculty has been selected. This practice is injurious to the pros- 
pects of the school. It has from its very beginning labored under embar- 
rassment in consequence of not requiring its peripatetic faculty to remain 
any longer than they may find it agreeable, which is just long enough to 
pocket their proportion of the fees. Let the trustees decide that the medi- 
cal professors shall reside at Brunswick, which would be no hardship, and 
the success of the school, we think, would be increased. Give the lecturers 
the position they merit, that is,a voice in the government, by electing 
them professors, and they would have something at stake in the enterprise. 

Those who are familiar with the country medical institutions, know 
very well that those prosper best whose faculty make it their home at the 
seat of the school. This going and coming periodically, as fishermen visit 
the Grand Banks, is not at all calculated to give an onward, upward ten- 
dency to a medical institution. 

Although contending with this evil for years, the Brunswick school has 
maintained an excellent reputation, but its influence has been too circum- 
scribed. By a little modification, it might act with greater energy, and 
its fame become a still greater honor to the State of Maine. 


Ovum of Man and the Mammifera.—In the October No. of the British 
and Foreign Medical Review, there is an elaborate article, entitled “ Re- 
port on the Ovum of Man and the Mammifera, before and after Fecun- 
dation,” which will be read with interest by all physiological inquirers, 
but not with much profit, since nothing is ee settled. Nature 
has kept some of her secrets with a tenacity that has thus far baffled the 
prying curiosity of man ; and it is evident that the boasted progress of science 

as not yet rent the veil that is still interposed between our eyes and the 
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chambers of her mysterious operations. The Graafian follicles, their con- 
tents, the ovum—its yolk, germinal vesicle, position—fecundation, dis- 
charge from the ovary—corpora lutea, &c., are each and all of them made 
perfectly plain and comprehensible; but there is a boundary beyond 
which the naturalist is not permitted to pass. It is asserted that the sper- 
matozoa are an essential part of the seminal fluid; but this, after all, is 
nothing but alearned conjecture. To assert and to prove a position are 
very different affairs. 

Perhaps no subject, in the whole range of organic nature, has been so pa- 
tiently investigated as that of the changes effected on the ovum, in the 
instant of its being quickened into life. And yet the whole matter, we 
believe, is just as obscure as it was in the age of Aristotle. Theories 
have been multiplied till there is hardly space left for the introduction of 
a newone. In order to see the process, the animal that becomes the sub- 
ject of the experiment must die; and hence the impracticability of ever 
arriving at that exact state of knowledge on this point, of which so many 
generations have been in active pursuit. 

Mr. Jones, the author of this report, does not solve the problem, nor 
does he even approximate it. Nature still maintains an obstinate silence 
in regard to the re-production of races, which the appeals of philosophy, 
we apprehend, will never persuade her to relinquish. 


Raymond's Fracture Apparatus.—A still further improvement has been 
effected by Mr. Raymond, in his heretofore invaluable fracture apparatus. 
Notice was given some time ago, of an ingenious method of making 
the frame, which receives the limb, wide or narrow, according to the size of 
the limb to which it is applied. A further alteration in the cushions, the 
shoe, and some parts of the frame, gives, as a whole, additional advan- 
tages. Those who have made themselves familiar with this instrument 
speak in terms of unqualified praise of its usefulness. Hospitals and 
ships of war should be liberally furnished with Mr. Raymond’s invention. 
If it has not yet been introduced into the western and southern States, it 
should be. 


Age of the Patriarchs.—According to the wise deductions of a medico- 
religious writer in England, there was a period, before the deluge, when 
the earth was refreshed by a mist instead of rains. At that period, the pa- 
triarchs lived, on an average, 912 years. In consequence of the flood, the 
atmosphere was saturated with moisture for a whole year, while the mud 
was drying, which reduced the average of post-diluvial life to the short 
span of only 332 years! The author of this extraordinary production, 
Mr. H. L. Smith, is represented to be a very good, tonnes BS man, but 
at least nine hundred years behind the age. His book bears this title, 
viz. “ A diagram to define the lives of the patriarchs and the early history 
of the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman, particularly in refe- 
rence to the origin of disease and the danger of unsanctified knowledge.” 
Dr. Forbes says, in reference to this ridiculous book, “ that religious phy- 
sic seems to be fashionable.” 


Phrenological Chart.—Mr. L. N. Fowler has published an ingeniously 
devised chart, to show the natural language of each of the recognized phre- 


| 
a} 
a4 
‘ae 
% 


Medical Intelligence. 365 


nological organs. His brother has just commenced his explanation of the 
laws of hereditary descent, which is remarkable on very many accounts, 
and widely different from any theory extant. The two first numbers are 
already out of press. Several others are to follow, equally curious, in il- 
lustration of the principles maintained. 


Phonotyptic Journal.—No. 20 of Vol. 2d of this new thing under the 
sun, has been received. Dr. J. B. Melson, of Birmingham, figures large- 
ly in the progress of the new art or science. One hundred and seventy 
members, admirers, or gentlemen loving hot suppers, took tea together 
lately, to congratulate each other on the onward march of phonography. 
There is nothing like leather for fortifying a city ! 


Diseases of the Motor Nerves.—A prize worth £40 is proposed by the 
German Union for the Promotion of Medical Science, for the best essay on 
the diseases of the motor nerves in man and the domestic animals. The es- 
says are to be free, to Prof. Link, of Berlin. For the first five years the suc- 
cessful one will remain the property of the Union, and appear in its transac- 
tions, when the copy-right is to revertto its author. At that period, should it 
be good for anything, the world will have been so extensively instructed 
cy its important points, that the copy-right would not be worth a 
shilling. 


A Physician’s Accounts in England.—From that excellent publication, 
the Law Reporter, instructive even to the medical profession, the follow- 
ing extract is taken from a digest of English cases in common law. 

“A physician cannot sue for his fees for anything he has done asa 
physician—either in attending or prescribing medicine for a patient; but 
if he acts as a surgeon, or in any other capacity than that of a physician, 
he may maintain an action for compensation for what he has done, provid- 
ed he can show it was not done by him as a physician; and the fact that 
he was not paid fees at the times when he was consulted, is evidence to 
he was not acting as a physician.”—Litile Oldaker,1C. & M. 

—277. 


Pregnancy, two years after Cessation of the Menses.—At a recent meet- 
ing of the “ Societé Medicale du Temple,” M. Legros narrated the follow- 
ing case :—A married woman, mother of several children, ceased to men- 
struate at the age of forty-one. Two years afterwards her general health 
having become disordered, she consulted M. Legros. She was then thin, 
sallow, and presented other symptoms which seemed to indicate a cancer- 
ous cachexia. She herself stated that she thought she was pregnant. M. 
Legros, considering that the menstrual function had been entirely absent 
for two years, and that its cessation had been accompanied by the symp- 
toms which usually attend its final disappearance, thought he had, in all 
probability, a cancerous affection of the uterus to deal with, and prescribed 
an appropriate treatment. He does not appear to have examined the state 
of the internal organs of generation per vaginam, a most egregious error 
in such a case, as the neglect of this means of diagnosis rendered it next 
to impossible to arrive at a correct opinion of the state of the patient. A 
few months afterwards the woman was delivered of a full-grown child. 
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She then confessed that on thinking herself safe, she had abandoned her- 
ay selfto a young man. M. Legros suggests that the excitement which 
attended this new /iaison may have revived the functional vitality of the 
uterus, and this seems indeed to be the most rational view of the case.— 
Gaz. des Hop. 


Remarks on the Calculi in St. George’s Hospital. By Henry Bence 
Jones, M.A., Cantab., Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians.— 
This paper gives the result of an interesting examination by Mr. Jones of 
a considerable collection of calculi contained in the museum of St. 
George’s Hospital—most of which were presented by Sir Benj. Brodie. 

Of these calculi, 233 have been divided ; and from the internal struc- 
ture thus exhibited, it appears that 46 are simple, 40 compound (or con- ° 
sisting throughout of a mixture of two or more substances), and 147 al- 
ternating. Of these last, 83 have a simple nucleus, and in 58 the nu- 
cleus is compound. 

If, again, we inquire how often the same substance forms either an 
outer calculus or a well-marked layer, we find not less than 450 distinct 
deposits. Uric acid occurs, either alone or mixed with other substances, 
135 times; urate of ammonia, 222 times; oxalate of lime, 163 times; 
the phosphates, 139 times; urate of ammonia with oxalate of lime, 80 
times. The urate of ammonia would appear to exist in the urine ina 
state of health: “the rapid deposit of this substance when urine is evapo- 
rated under an air pump, over sulphuric acid, and the change which en- 
sues if even carbonic acid is first passed through the liquid, admits of no 
other conclusion.” Litmus paper is reddened by the urate of ammonia; 
7 and, therefore, the mere existence of that phenomenon does not, per se, war- 
rant the exhibition of alkalies. 

The presence of the phosphates generally shows either a neutral or 
alkaline state of the urine, and our author infers that “uric acid and 
the phosphates must exist very rarely in the same deposit.’’ Again, it is 
inferred that the occurrence of the oxalate of lime is independent either 
of acidity or alkalescence. In only 97 out of 252 cases, was much free 
acid secreted; or only twice in five cases were alkalies necessary in order 
to remove the acidity of the urine. 

In an appendix an account is given of between 20 and 30 calculi which 
belong to Mr. Hawkins. One of these proves the existence of cystine at 
so early an age as two years.—London Medical Gazette. 


The Epidemic Diarrhea.—Some conversation took place at the Lon- 
don Medical Society, on Monday evening last, on the epidemic bowel 
complaint which is at present prevailing amongst children. The chief 
peculiarity of the disease appears to consist in the circumstance that the 
symptoms of derangement of the bowels and stomach are followed by re- 
mittent fever, of a low kind. Mild doses of rhubarb and chalk, followed 
by gentle tonics, have been found the most efficacious means of combat- 
ting the affection. It has not been unusually fatal, although in some 
cases the patients have been worn out by the consecutive fever. A pecu- 
liarity has been observed in some cases, consisting in a condition of the 
gum very similar to the gragrena oris, but of a milder character. One of 
the speakers at the Society, Dr.G. Bird, stated that he had found this 
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condition most readily relieved by two or three grain doses of chlorate of 
potash, given twice or thrice a day. Another member, Mr. Dendy, said 
that he had applied the tincture of iodine in the same kind of cases with 
the best results.—London Lancet. 


The Knowdy Gum.—When the soil is washed up in the Bay of Islands, 
New Zealand, large quantities of gum are discovered in the soil, when or 
how deposited is unknown. It seems to be pure and resinous, as if the 
remains of primeval and extinct pine-forests, whose consistency precluded 
decay, whilst the wood itself perished. What may be its commercial 
value has not yet been fully ascertained. Experiments will be tried on 
the samples brought home in the Erebus and Terror.-—English Paper. 


Medical Miscellany.—A malignant sickness, of a fatal tendency, pre- 
vailed at the last advices in Jackson and Lawrence counties, Arkansas.— 
Dr. McLaughlin is the present commander of the British forces at Fort 
Vancouver, in Oregon.—A physician in Maine attempted to explain, in a 
public lecture, some of the vices of dress in females, but did himself more 
injury than he did them good, as the story is that the audience were very 
much offended.— Neurypnology, or the rationale of nervous sleep, consider- 
ed in relation to animal magnetism, a treatise by James Braid, a surgeon, 
has been published in London.—Dr. James Stark has addressed a letter 
to Sir Robert Peel, on the responsibility of maniacs for the crime of mur- 
der.—Phreno-magnetism unmasked, is the title of a new book, by Dr. T. 
C. Hall, that ~ * open a few blind eyes if re-published here.—The 
Mayor of New York has stopped the sale of certain provisions which 
were brought in the ship Sheffield from England, in consequence of a 
large quantity of prussiate and bichromate of soda having been dissolved 
in the water with which the articles were saturated.—The Cheraw Gazette 
mentions a negress now living near Georgetown, S. C., who is believed to 
be 132 years old. She was brought to this country ninety years ago, leav- 
ing a dmily in Africa. The children she has had here are all super- 
annuated.—Dr. Crump, of Norfolk district, has been elected a member of 
the Senate of Virginia.—Dr. Conolly, of the great County Asylum at 
Hanwell, in England, has taken charge of a lunatic establishment in the 
vicinity of London, arranged for the higher classes of the community. He 
still retains a control in the former Asylum, and will also practise as a 
consulting physician beyond the walls of both establishments. 


To ConresponpEents.—Dr. Hitchcock’s Case of Abscess of the Cerebrum, Dr. 
Knowlton’s Case of Scirrhus of the Pancreas, and Dr. Dixon’s Operations on the 
Eyes, are on file for publication. The drawings accompanying the latter, it is 
eared, are not made with sufficient care to ensure their perfect execution by the 
engraver. 


Number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Deo. 2, 51.—Males, 88—Females, 18. Stiliborn, 5. 
Of consumption, 4—measles, 6—typhus fever, 4—quinsy, 1—infantile, 5—lung fever, 5—sudden, 1 
—inflammation of the lungs, 2—burn, 1—disease of the heart, 1—debility, 1—croup, 3—inflamma- 
tion of the bowels, |—bronchitis, ]—fits, 1—eholera infantum, 1—scarlet fever, |—apoplexy, 1— 
dropsy - the brain, 1—intemperance, 1—old age, 2—dropsy, 1—pleurisy, 1—child-bed, 1—un- 
own, 4. 
Under 5 years, 22—between 5 and 20 years, 7—between 20 and 60 years, 18—over 60 years, 4. 
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Relief from Piles. By Tuomas Emsuinc.—lIn the treatment of external 
piles I have observed that one of the most important means of relief is the 
full and perfect evacuation of the lower bowel at each stool. On inquiry 
I have universally found that my patients have been punctilious in “ keep- 
ing their bowels open,” and with that they have been content. It has been 
for some months my constant practice to impress upon my patients the 
necessity of avoiding as much as possible the employment of all aperient 
medicine, having satisfactorily ascertained that bowels accustomed to tor- 
pidity, and long used to the aid of laxatives, will recover their natural 
functions in a comparatively short space of time by the habit being kept 
up of gently coaxing the latter portion of the colon and the rectum toa 
thorough emptying of themselves. The relief which has been experienced 
by obtaining this habit has been declared to be very great, and instead of 
the veins being more distended by the prolonged sitting in the temple of 
Cloacina, the removal of the whole of the contents of the bowel has al- 
ways been perceptibly marked by an increased effort on the part of the 
veins to return their blood healthily, and the sphincters have gradual] 
recovered their elasticity and firmness. I cannot say that I have found 
the use of ointments to be at all desirable, the unctuous portion of such 
preparations ‘having, apparently, a tendency to add to the mischief by its 
relaxing property. Waat i have found most serviceable has been a free 
use of a strong solution of yellow soap in rain-water, and, occasionally, in 
cases of great protrusion of the veins, painting the whole of the surfaces 
with a solution of the nitrate of silver. By these simple agents I must 
confess I have effected more in the cases which have fallen under my no- 
tice, than by any of the heavy round of remedies which are prescribed for 
this very painful affection.—London Lancet. 


Handy-work of a Midwife.—Dr. Samuel Williams, of Eastwood, near 
Nottingham, England, relates the following extraordinary case in a late 
No. of the London Lancet.—* I was lately summoned to Maria Clarke, a 

oor person, residing at Selston, a few mt: distant, who was reported to 
a miscarried, and to be then in a very dangerous situation. I was not 
a little surprised, on my arrival, at having presented to me the headless 
body of a fine fresh infant, of about the fifth month of gestation, with the 
funis torn off close to the umbilicus, the head and placenta remaining in 
the uterus. After several inquiries I ascertained that a midwife from the 
neighborhood had officiated, but the parties present were evidently un- 
willing to say much about the occurrence. On examination, the os uteri 
was found firmly closed, and no trace of the ruptured cord could be detect- 
ed. There was no hemorrhage, all pains had completely subsided, and 
the woman was extremely weak. After the exhibition of a stimulant, 
the os uteri was gradually dilated, and the escape of the head soon after 
effected. The placenta occasioned some difficulty in its removal, from be- 
ing partially adherent. The uterus contracted slowly after the withdraw- 
al of the hand, and no flooding followed. The restoration to health was 
very protracted. The fetus is in my possession; the atlas remains at- 
tached to the head, and the dentata to the other cervical vertebra, exactly 
as the laceration had occurred.” 


A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Scalp, by John E. Erich- 
sen, Esq., M.R.C.S., has lately been published in London. 
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